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“A resource for political imagination”

26 years of human ingenuity in forging agreement in the face of conflict.

• Post Cold-War: 1990-2016   

• Over 1500 peace agreements

• Over 140 peace processes 





Influence of language: ‘PARITY OF ESTEEM’:  

From Northern Ireland . . . 

… whatever choice is freely exercised by a majority of the people of Northern Ireland, the power of the 
sovereign government with jurisdiction there shall be exercised with rigorous impartiality on behalf of all the 
people in the diversity of their identities and traditions and shall be founded on the principles of full respect 
for, and equality of, civil, political, social and cultural rights, of freedom from discrimination for all citizens, and 
of PARITY OF ESTEEM and of just and equal treatment for the identity, ethos, and aspirations of both 
communities;

Good Friday/Belfast Agreement 1998, Northern Ireland   [used in 3 later agreements in Northern Ireland]

TO. . . the peace process in Mindanao , the Philippines . . . 

“The Parties acknowledge the identity and legitimate grievances of the Bangsamoro. In the same vein, they 
affirm the commitment to mutually respect the right to one's identity and the PARITY of ESTEEM of everyone in 
the political community.”  The Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro, between the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front and the Government of the Republic of the Philippines 2014 (and two earlier agreements in 
2008 and 2010)







Did you know? 
The Brexit talk formula of ‘nothing is 

agreed until everything is agreed’ 
was used in peace processes in 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia and 

Colombia

Did you know? 
Bosnia had 39 documented 

ceasefire-related agreements before 
the Dayton Peace Agreement was 

reached

Number of peace agreements by 
battle location

Number of peace agreements by region
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• “The peace agreements database is a noteworthy accomplishment, with remarkable breadth.  It will serve as 
an invaluable resource for scholars, groups impacted by violent conflict seeking a greater voice in peace 
processes, and individuals charged with mediating disputes.  The knowledge the database provides may 
foster political settlements that are more inclusive and more sustainable.”  US Ambassador (former) Carey 
Cavanaugh (involved in peace efforts involving Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cyprus, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, 
Tajikistan, and Turkey, US Special Negotiator for Eurasian Conflicts and Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group 
process for Nagorno-Karabakh)

• “PA-X Peace Agreement Database provides an invaluable resource, which we already have been able to 
use. International IDEA has collaborated with the Political Settlements Research Programme, University of 
Edinburgh, to convene the ‘Edinburgh Dialogues on Post-Conflict Constitution-building’. PA-X data has been 
very useful in informing these high level policy discussions. Data from PA-X and IDEA has enabled an 
important new report on ‘Sequencing of Peace Agreements and Constitutions’, which is widely used by 
actors in peace processes and has received high level policy attention at the United Nations. Furthermore, 
the Constitution Building Programme of International IDEA is using PA-X data in developing a database of 
constitution-building processes in fragile and conflict-affected settings. Data such as this, and the analysis 
that results, is vital to an urgent need to transform peace and democracy building practices, which too often 
appear in regression.”  Yves Leterme, Secretary-General, International IDEA, former Prime Minister 
Belgium, https://www.idea.int

• “This database will be an important resource, not just for high-level mediators and parties to conflicts, but 
also to the wider range of civic participants who seek to influence talks processes and press for greater 
inclusion. Having access to such a breadth of data on peace processes will mean that practitioners will have 
a firmer foundation for the choices they make.”  Jonathan Cohen, Executive Director, Conciliation 
Resources, http://www.c-r.org
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