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Country/entity

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Yugoslavia (former)

 

Region
 
Europe and Eurasia

 

Agreement name  UN Security Council Resolution 1031  

Date  15 Dec 1995  

Agreement status  Multiparty signed/agreed  

Interim
arrangement

 Yes  
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Agreement/conflict
level

 

Interstate/intrastate conflict(s) 

Balkan Conflicts (1991 - 1995) (1998 - 2001)

 
Former Yugoslavia

The disintegration of former Yugoslavia post cold war saw conflicts which became
mediated and produced peace agreements in Slovenia (where the brief independence
conflict was mediated by the EC Troika in 1991), Croatia (between Croatian and Serb
populations 1991-1995), in Bosnia (between Croatian, Serb and Bosniak populations
1992-1995), in Macedonia (where mediation played a key pre-emptive role in preventing
large scale conflict in 2001), in Kosovo (between Kosovar Albanians and Serbian
population and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY), but also between FRY and
NATO, 1998-1999), and a conflict in the Presevo Valley (between Albanians in South
Serbia and FRY, 2000-2001). The continued fall-out of the disintegration of former
Yugoslavia also saw mediated agreement and ultimate dissolution of the Union between
Serbia and Montenegro. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina

In 1991, after nationalist parties won the first multi-party elections in the Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, a violent process of disintegration commenced. With its
mixed population, Bosnia-Herzegovina became the centre of the following civil war that
began in 1992 between the newly formed army of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina (mostly Muslim Bosniacs), and the parastatal forces of self-declared Bosnian
Croat (Herzeg-Bosnia) and Bosnian Serb (Republika Srpska) entities within Bosnia-
Herzegovina, supported by Croatia and Serbia, with various, often short-lived, coalitions.
The General Framework Agreement (Dayton Peace Agreement), signed in 1995, split the
country into two ethno-federal entities, the Bosniak-Croat Federation and the Republika
Srpska, and included continued peacekeeping and institutional administration by
international actors. 

Kosovo

The conflict between Serbs and Kosovar Albanians has a long history and always
involved territorial disputes as well as ethno-political, cultural and linguistic factors. The
most recent phase of the conflict began in November 1997 when the Albanian Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA or UCK) began their campaign for the independence of Kosovo
from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY – then Serbia and Montenegro). The
subsequent war lasted until the NATO intervention, which undertook bombing
campaigns of Belgrade and other places in Serbia during spring 1999. The main
agreements solving the conflict were internationally driven and, finally, a UNSC
resolution imposed a post-conflict arrangement in the wake of what was essentially a
NATO military victory. In February 2008, Kosovo’s parliament declared independence,
but independence is still internationally disputed. 
Close 
Balkan Conflicts (1991 - 1995) (1998 - 2001)  

Stage  Implementation/renegotiation  
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Conflict nature  Government/territory  

Peace process  Bosnia peace process  

Parties

 

The United Nations Security Council (Members at the time: United States of America,
Russia, China, United Kingdom, France, Argentina, Botswana, Czech Republic, Germany,
Honduras, Indonesia, Italy, Nigeria, Oman, Rwanda)  

Third parties  -  

Description

 

This UN Security Council Resolution contains implementation modalities for enacting
the General Framework Agreement for Peace, particularly for the formation of the
multinational implementation force (IFOR), and reaffirming the powers of the High
Representative.  

Agreement
document

 BA_951215_UNSC Resolution 1031.pdf (opens in new tab) | Download PDF  

Groups 

Children/youth  No specific mention.  

Disabled persons  No specific mention.  

Elderly/age  No specific mention.  

Migrant workers  No specific mention.  

Racial/ethnic/
national group 

 No specific mention.  

Religious groups No specific mention. 

Indigenous people  No specific mention.  

Other groups  No specific mention.  
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Refugees/displaced
persons 

 

Groups→Refugees/displaced persons→Rhetorical 
Page 2-3, I, 8. 
Welcomes further the parties’ commitment to the right of all refugees and displaced
persons freely to return to their homes of origin in safety, notes the leading humanitarian
role which has been given by the Peace Agreement to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, in coordination with other agencies involved and under the
authority of the Secretary-General, in assisting with the repatriation and relief of
refugees and displaced persons, and stresses the importance of repatriation being
phased, gradual and orderly;  

Social class  No specific mention.  

Gender 

Women, girls and
gender 

 No specific mention.  

Men and boys  No specific mention.  

LGBTI  No specific mention.  

Family  No specific mention.  

State definition 

Nature of state
(general) 

 

Page 1, Untitled Preamble
...Reaffirming its commitment to a negotiated political settlement of the conflicts in the
former Yugoslavia, preserving the territorial integrity of all States there within their
internationally recognized borders,  

State configuration  No specific mention.  

Self determination  No specific mention.  

Referendum  No specific mention.  

State symbols  No specific mention.  

Independence/
secession 

 

Page 2, I, 3. 
Welcomes the progress made towards mutual recognition among the successor States to
the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, within their internationally
recognized borders;  
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Accession/
unification 

 No specific mention.  

Border delimitation  No specific mention.  

Cross-border
provision 

 No specific mention.  

Governance 

Political
institutions (new or
reformed) 

 No specific mention.  

Elections 

 

Page 2, I, 6. 
Welcomes the agreement by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) to adopt and put in place a programme of elections for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
at the request of the parties to Annex 3 of the Peace Agreement;  

Electoral
commission 

 No specific mention.  

Political parties
reform 

 No specific mention.  

Civil society 

 

Page 2-3, I, 8. 
Welcomes further the parties’ commitment to the right of all refugees and displaced
persons freely to return to their homes of origin in safety, notes the leading humanitarian
role which has been given by the Peace Agreement to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, in coordination with other agencies involved and under the
authority of the Secretary-General, in assisting with the repatriation and relief of
refugees and displaced persons, and stresses the importance of repatriation being
phased, gradual and orderly;  

Traditional/
religious leaders 

 No specific mention.  

Public
administration 

 No specific mention.  

Constitution  No specific mention.  
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Power sharing 

Political power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Territorial power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Economic power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Military power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Human rights and equality 

Human rights/RoL
general 

 No specific mention.  

Bill of rights/similar No specific mention.  

Treaty
incorporation 

 

Page 2, Untitled Preamble
...Determined to promote the peaceful resolution of the conflicts in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, Acting under Chapter VII of
the Charter of the United Nations,

Page 2, I, 4. 
Reaffirms its resolutions concerning compliance with international humanitarian law in
the former Yugoslavia, reaffirms also that all States shall cooperate fully with the
International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and its organs in accordance with the
provisions of resolution 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993 and the Statute of the International
Tribunal, and shall comply with requests for assistance or orders issued by a Trial
Chamber under article 29 of the Statute, and calls upon them to allow the establishment
of offices of the Tribunal;

Page 2, I, 7. 
Welcomes also the parties’ commitment, as specified in the Peace Agreement, to
securing to all persons within their jurisdiction the highest level of internationally
recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, stresses that compliance with this
commitment is of vital importance in achieving a lasting peace, and welcomes the
invitation by the parties to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, the OSCE,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and other intergovernmental
or regional human rights missions or organizations to monitor closely the human rights
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina;  

Civil and political
rights 

 No specific mention.  

Socio-economic
rights 

 No specific mention.  
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Rights related issues 

Citizenship  No specific mention.  

Democracy  No specific mention.  

Detention
procedures 

 No specific mention.  

Media and
communication 

 No specific mention.  

Mobility/access 

 

Page 4, II, 18. 
Demands that the parties respect the security and freedom of movement of IFOR and
other international personnel;  

Protection
measures 

 

Rights related issues→Protection measures→Other 
Page 3, 
15. Authorizes the Member States acting under paragraph 14 above to take all necessary
measures to effect the implementation of and to ensure compliance with Annex 1-A of
the Peace Agreement, stresses that the parties shall be held equally responsible for
compliance with that Annex, and shall be equally subject to such enforcement action by
IFOR as may be necessary to ensure implementation of that Annex and the protection of
IFOR, and takes note that the parties have consented to IFOR’s taking such measures;

Page 4, 
19. Decides that, with effect from the day on which the Secretary-General reports to the
Council that the transfer of authority from the United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) to IFOR has taken place, the authority to take certain measures conferred
upon States by resolutions 770 (1992) of 13 August 1992, 781 (1992) of 9 October 1992,
816 (1993) of 31 March 1993, 836 (1993) of 4 June 1993, 844 (1993) of 18 June 1993 and
958 (1994) of 19 November 1994 shall be terminated, and that the provisions of
resolution 824 (1993) of 6 May 1993 and subsequent resolutions regarding safe areas
shall also be terminated from the same date;  

Other  No specific mention.  

Rights institutions 

NHRI  No specific mention.  

Regional or
international
human rights
institutions 

 No specific mention.  
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Justice sector reform 

Criminal justice and
emergency law 

 No specific mention.  

State of emergency
provisions 

 No specific mention.  

Judiciary and
courts 

 No specific mention.  

Prisons and
detention 

 No specific mention.  

Traditional Laws  No specific mention.  

Socio-economic reconstruction 

Development or
socio-economic
reconstruction 

 

Socio-economic reconstruction→Development or socio-economic
reconstruction→Humanitarian assistance 
Page 3, I, 9. 
Emphasizes the importance of the creation of conditions conducive to the reconstruction
and development of Bosnia and Herzegovina and encourages Member States to provide
assistance for the programme of reconstruction in that country;

Page 3, I, 10. 
Underlines the relationship, as described in the conclusions of the London Conference,
between the fulfilment by the parties of their commitments in the Peace Agreement and
the readiness of the international community to commit financial resources for
reconstruction and development;  

National economic
plan 

 No specific mention.  

Natural resources  No specific mention.  

International funds 

 

Page 3, I, 9. 
Emphasizes the importance of the creation of conditions conducive to the reconstruction
and development of Bosnia and Herzegovina and encourages Member States to provide
assistance for the programme of reconstruction in that country;

Page 3, I, 10. 
Underlines the relationship, as described in the conclusions of the London Conference,
between the fulfilment by the parties of their commitments in the Peace Agreement and
the readiness of the international community to commit financial resources for
reconstruction and development;  

Business  No specific mention.  
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Taxation  No specific mention.  

Banks  No specific mention.  

Land, property and environment 

Land reform/rights  No specific mention.  

Pastoralist/
nomadism rights 

 No specific mention.  

Cultural heritage  No specific mention.  

Environment  No specific mention.  

Water or riparian
rights or access 

 No specific mention.  

Security sector 

Security
Guarantees 

 

Page 3, I, 11. 
Welcomes the agreement of the parties to Annex 1-B of the Peace Agreement that
establishment of progressive measures for regional stability and arms control is essential
to creating a stable peace in the region, emphasizes the importance of all Member States
supporting their efforts to this end, and supports the OSCE’s commitment to assist the
parties with the negotiation and implementation of such measures;

Page 5, II, 30. 
Affirms the need for the implementation of the Peace Agreement in its entirety and, in
this context, stresses the importance it attaches to the urgent implementation of Annex
11 of the Peace Agreement, decides to act expeditiously on the report of the Secretary-
General recommending the establishment of a United Nations Civilian Police Force with
the tasks set out in that Annex, together with a civilian office with the responsibilities
described in the report of the Secretary-General, and further decides that in the interim
civilian police, de-mining, civil affairs and other personnel that might be required to
carry out the tasks described in that report shall continue in theatre, notwithstanding
the provisions of paragraphs 33 and 34 below;  

Ceasefire  No specific mention.  

Page 9 of 14



Police 

 

Page 4, II, 22. 
Decides also that the embargo imposed by resolution 713 (1991) of 25 September 1991
shall not apply to weapons and military equipment destined for the sole use of the
Member States acting under paragraph 14 above, or of international police forces;

Page 5, II, 30. 
Affirms the need for the implementation of the Peace Agreement in its entirety and, in
this context, stresses the importance it attaches to the urgent implementation of Annex
11 of the Peace Agreement, decides to act expeditiously on the report of the Secretary-
General recommending the establishment of a United Nations Civilian Police Force with
the tasks set out in that Annex, together with a civilian office with the responsibilities
described in the report of the Secretary-General, and further decides that in the interim
civilian police, de-mining, civil affairs and other personnel that might be required to
carry out the tasks described in that report shall continue in theatre, notwithstanding
the provisions of paragraphs 33 and 34 below;

Page 5, II, 31. 
Stresses the need for early action in Sarajevo to create confidence between the
communities and to this end requests the Secretary-General to ensure the early
redeployment of elements of United Nations civilian police from the Republic of Croatia
to Sarajevo;  

Armed forces  No specific mention.  

DDR  No specific mention.  

Intelligence
services 

 No specific mention.  

Parastatal/rebel
and opposition
group forces 

 No specific mention.  

Withdrawal of
foreign forces 

 No specific mention.  

Corruption  No specific mention.  

Crime/organised
crime 

 No specific mention.  

Drugs  No specific mention.  

Terrorism  No specific mention.  
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Transitional justice 

Transitional justice
general 

 No specific mention.  

Amnesty/pardon  No specific mention.  

Courts 

 

Transitional justice→Courts→International courts 
Page 2, I, 4. 
Reaffirms its resolutions concerning compliance with international humanitarian law in
the former Yugoslavia, reaffirms also that all States shall cooperate fully with the
International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and its organs in accordance with the
provisions of resolution 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993 and the Statute of the International
Tribunal, and shall comply with requests for assistance or orders issued by a Trial
Chamber under article 29 of the Statute, and calls upon them to allow the establishment
of offices of the Tribunal;

Page 2, I, 5. 
Recognizes that the parties shall cooperate fully with all entities involved in
implementation of the peace settlement, as described in the Peace Agreement, or which
are otherwise authorized by the Security Council, including the International Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia, and that the parties have in particular authorized the
multinational force referred to in paragraph 14 below to take such actions as required,
including the use of necessary force, to ensure compliance with Annex 1-A of the Peace
Agreement;  

Mechanism  No specific mention.  

Prisoner release  No specific mention.  

Vetting  No specific mention.  

Victims 

 

Page 5, III, 35. 
Expresses its warmest appreciation to all UNPROFOR personnel, who have served the
cause of peace in the former Yugoslavia, and pays tribute to those who have given their
lives and those who have suffered serious injuries in that service;  

Missing persons  No specific mention.  

Reparations  No specific mention.  

Reconciliation  No specific mention.  
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Implementation 

UN signatory  UN Security Council Resolution  

Other international
signatory 

 No specific mention.  

Referendum for
agreement 

 No specific mention.  
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International
mission/force/
similar 

Page 2, I, 5. 
Recognizes that the parties shall cooperate fully with all entities involved in
implementation of the peace settlement, as described in the Peace Agreement, or which
are otherwise authorized by the Security Council, including the International Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia, and that the parties have in particular authorized the
multinational force referred to in paragraph 14 below to take such actions as required,
including the use of necessary force, to ensure compliance with Annex 1-A of the Peace
Agreement;

Page 2, I, 6. 
Welcomes the agreement by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) to adopt and put in place a programme of elections for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
at the request of the parties to Annex 3 of the Peace Agreement;

Page 2, I, 7. 
Welcomes also the parties’ commitment, as specified in the Peace Agreement, to
securing to all persons within their jurisdiction the highest level of internationally
recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, stresses that compliance with this
commitment is of vital importance in achieving a lasting peace, and welcomes the
invitation by the parties to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, the OSCE,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and other intergovernmental
or regional human rights missions or organizations to monitor closely the human rights
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Page 3, II, 12. 
Welcomes the willingness of the Member States acting through or in cooperation with
the organization referred to in Annex 1-A of the Peace Agreement to assist the parties to
the Peace Agreement by deploying a multinational implementation force;

Page 3, II, 13. 
Notes the invitation of the parties to the international community to send to the region
for a period of approximately one year a multinational implementation force to assist in
implementation of the territorial and other militarily related provisions of Annex 1-A of
the Peace Agreement;

Page 3, II, 12. 
Welcomes the willingness of the Member States acting through or in cooperation with
the organization referred to in Annex 1-A of the Peace Agreement to assist the parties to
the Peace Agreement by deploying a multinational implementation force;

Page 3, II, 14. 
Authorizes the Member States acting through or in cooperation with the organization
referred to in Annex 1-A of the Peace Agreement to establish a multinational
implementation force (IFOR) under unified command and control in order to fulfil the
role specified in Annex 1-A and Annex 2 of the Peace Agreement;

Page 3, II, 15. 
Authorizes the Member States acting under paragraph 14 above to take all necessary
measures to effect the implementation of and to ensure compliance with Annex 1-A of
the Peace Agreement, stresses that the parties shall be held equally responsible for
compliance with that Annex, and shall be equally subject to such enforcement action by
IFOR as may be necessary to ensure implementation of that Annex and the protection of
IFOR, and takes note that the parties have consented to IFOR’s taking such measures;

Page 3, II, 16. 
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Enforcement
mechanism 

 No specific mention.  

Related cases  No specific mention.  

Source 
 
United Nations Documents 
http://www.un.org/Docs/scres/1995/scres95.htm  
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