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Country/entity
 
Sierra Leone

 

Region
 
Africa (excl MENA)

 

Agreement name
 
Statement by the Government of Sierra Leone and the Revolutionary United Front of
Sierra Leone on the Delivery of Humanitarian Assistance in Sierra Leone  

Date  3 Jun 1999  

Agreement status  Multiparty signed/agreed  

Interim
arrangement

 Yes  

Agreement/conflict
level

 

Intrastate/intrastate conflict 

Sierra Leone Civil War (1991 – 2002)

 
In March 1991, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) launched an armed assault in an
attempt to oust the corrupt regime of Joseph Momoh. Grievances were primarily focused
on unequal distribution of economic goods. RUF took over large areas by 1992, the poor
government response instigating a coup d’état in 1992. After 1993 the RUF gained and
lost territory in waves. In 1996, following an intervention on behalf of the government by
the private military company, Executive Outcomes, the Abidjan Agreement was signed.
Another coup in 1997, however, sparked new fighting and the RUF alongside the new
government captured Freetown. Despite declarations that the war had ended, the
international community intervened. The Economic Community of West African States
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) recaptured Freetown on behalf of the government. The
Lome Peace Accord was signed in 1999, issuing a power-sharing deal, but by 2000 RUF
was once again advancing towards Freetown. As the UN mission floundered, the UK
government stepped in and by January 2002, the civil war was declared to be over. 
Close 
Sierra Leone Civil War (1991 – 2002)  

Stage  Implementation/renegotiation  

Conflict nature  Government  

Peace process  Sierra Leone peace process  

Parties
 
Unsigned annex of the Lome agreement. Parties are presumed to be The Government of
Sierra Leone (GOSL) and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF/SL)  

Third parties  Unsigned Annex of the Lome Agreement  

Description

 

Annex 4 of the Lome Peace Agreement. The agreement outlined details for the safe and
unhindered access of humanitarian agencies and provided for the establishment of an
Implementation Committee.  
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Agreement
document

 SL_990603_Humanitarian Assistance Agreement.pdf (opens in new tab) | Download PDF  

Groups 

Children/youth  No specific mention.  

Disabled persons  No specific mention.  

Elderly/age  No specific mention.  

Migrant workers  No specific mention.  

Racial/ethnic/
national group 

 No specific mention.  

Religious groups No specific mention. 

Indigenous people  No specific mention.  

Other groups  No specific mention.  

Refugees/displaced
persons 

 No specific mention.  

Social class  No specific mention.  

Gender 

Women, girls and
gender 

 No specific mention.  

Men and boys  No specific mention.  

LGBTI  No specific mention.  

Family  No specific mention.  
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State definition 

Nature of state
(general) 

 No specific mention.  

State configuration  No specific mention.  

Self determination  No specific mention.  

Referendum  No specific mention.  

State symbols  No specific mention.  

Independence/
secession 

 No specific mention.  

Accession/
unification 

 No specific mention.  

Border delimitation  No specific mention.  

Cross-border
provision 

 No specific mention.  

Governance 

Political
institutions (new or
reformed) 

 No specific mention.  

Elections  No specific mention.  

Electoral
commission 

 No specific mention.  

Political parties
reform 

 No specific mention.  
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Civil society 

 

Page 1: The parties...Hereby agree as follows:
1. That all duly registered humanitarian agencies shall be guaranteed safe and
unhindered access to all areas under the control of the respective parties in order that
humanitarian assistance can be delivered safely and effectively, in accordance with
international conventions, principles and norms govern humanitarian operations.

Page 1, 2. In this respect the two parties shall:
a. guarantee safe access and facilitate the fielding of independent assessment missions
by duly registered humanitarian agencies.
b. identify, in collaboration with the UN Humanitarian Co-ordinator in Sierra Leone and
UNOMSIL, mutually agreed routes (road, air and waterways) by which humanitarian
goods and personnel shall be transported to the beneficiaries to provide needed
assistance.
c. allow duly registered humanitarian agencies to deliver assistance according to needs
established through independent assessments.
d. guarantee the security of all properties and of and goods transported, stocked or
distributed by the duly registered humanitarian agencies, as well as the security of their
project areas and beneficiaries.

Page 1, 3. The two parties undertake to establish with immediate effect, and not later
than seven days, an Implementation Committee formed by appropriately designated
and mandated representatives from the Government of Sierra Leone, the Revolutionary
United Front of Sierra Leone, the Civil Society, the NGO community, and the UNOMSIL;
and chaired by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator, in coordination with the
Special Representative of the Secretary General in Sierra Leone.
The Implementation Committee will be mandated to:
a. Ascertain and assess the security of proposed routes to be used by the humanitarian
agencies, and disseminate information on routes to interested humanitarian agencies.
b. Receive and review complaints which may arise in the implementation of this
arrangement, in order to re-establish full compliance.

Page 2, 4. The parties agree to set up at various levels in their areas of control, the
appropriate and effective administrative and security bodies which will monitor and
facilitate the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance in all approved points of
delivery, and ensure the security of the personnel, goods and project areas of the
humanitarian agencies as well as the safety of the beneficiaries.  

Traditional/
religious leaders 

 No specific mention.  

Public
administration 

 No specific mention.  

Constitution  No specific mention.  
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Power sharing 

Political power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Territorial power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Economic power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Military power
sharing 

 No specific mention.  

Human rights and equality 

Human rights/RoL
general 

 

Page 1, Untitled Preamble:...Reaffirm their respect for international convention,
principles and norms, which govern the right of people to receive humanitarian
assistance and the effective delivery of such assistance.  

Bill of rights/similar No specific mention.  

Treaty
incorporation 

 No specific mention.  

Civil and political
rights 

 No specific mention.  

Socio-economic
rights 

 

Human rights and equality→Socio-economic rights→Other 
Page 1, Untitled Preamble:...Reaffirm their respect for international convention,
principles and norms, which govern the right of people to receive humanitarian
assistance and the effective delivery of such assistance.  

Rights related issues 

Citizenship  No specific mention.  

Democracy  No specific mention.  

Detention
procedures 

 No specific mention.  

Media and
communication 

 No specific mention.  
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Mobility/access 

 

Page 1: The parties...Hereby agree as follows:
1. That all duly registered humanitarian agencies shall be guaranteed safe and
unhindered access to all areas under the control of the respective parties in order that
humanitarian assistance can be delivered safely and effectively, in accordance with
international conventions, principles and norms govern humanitarian operations.

Page 1, 2. In this respect the two parties shall:
a. guarantee safe access and facilitate the fielding of independent assessment missions
by duly registered humanitarian agencies.
b. identify, in collaboration with the UN Humanitarian Co-ordinator in Sierra Leone and
UNOMSIL, mutually agreed routes (road, air and waterways) by which humanitarian
goods and personnel shall be transported to the beneficiaries to provide needed
assistance.
c. allow duly registered humanitarian agencies to deliver assistance according to needs
established through independent assessments.
d. guarantee the security of all properties and of and goods transported, stocked or
distributed by the duly registered humanitarian agencies, as well as the security of their
project areas and beneficiaries.

Page 1, 3. The two parties undertake to establish with immediate effect, and not later
than seven days, an Implementation Committee formed by appropriately designated
and mandated representatives from the Government of Sierra Leone, the Revolutionary
United Front of Sierra Leone, the Civil Society, the NGO community, and the UNOMSIL;
and chaired by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator, in coordination with the
Special Representative of the Secretary General in Sierra Leone.
The Implementation Committee will be mandated to:
a. Ascertain and assess the security of proposed routes to be used by the humanitarian
agencies, and disseminate information on routes to interested humanitarian agencies...

Page 2, 4. The parties agree to set up at various levels in their areas of control, the
appropriate and effective administrative and security bodies which will monitor and
facilitate the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance in all approved points of
delivery, and ensure the security of the personnel, goods and project areas of the
humanitarian agencies as well as the safety of the beneficiaries.  

Protection
measures 

 No specific mention.  

Other  No specific mention.  

Rights institutions 

NHRI  No specific mention.  

Regional or
international
human rights
institutions 

 No specific mention.  
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Justice sector reform 

Criminal justice and
emergency law 

 No specific mention.  

State of emergency
provisions 

 No specific mention.  

Judiciary and
courts 

 No specific mention.  

Prisons and
detention 

 No specific mention.  

Traditional Laws  No specific mention.  

Socio-economic reconstruction 

Development or
socio-economic
reconstruction 

 

Socio-economic reconstruction→Development or socio-economic reconstruction→Socio-
economic development 
[Summary] The entire agreement provides for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to
Sierra Leoneans.  

National economic
plan 

 No specific mention.  

Natural resources  No specific mention.  

International funds  No specific mention.  

Business  No specific mention.  

Taxation  No specific mention.  

Banks  No specific mention.  

Land, property and environment 

Land reform/rights  No specific mention.  

Pastoralist/
nomadism rights 

 No specific mention.  

Cultural heritage  No specific mention.  

Page 7 of 10



Environment  No specific mention.  

Water or riparian
rights or access 

 No specific mention.  

Security sector 

Security
Guarantees 

 

Page 1, 3. The two parties undertake to establish with immediate effect, and not later
later than seven days, an Implementation Committee formed by appropriately
designated and mandated representatives from the Government of Sierra Leone, the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone, the Civil Society, the NGO community, and
the UNOMSIL; and chaired by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator, in co-
ordination with the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Sierra Leone.
The Implementation Committee will be mandated to:
a. Ascertain and assess the security of proposed routes to be used by the humanitarian
agencies, and disseminate information on routes to interested humanitarian agencies.
b. Receive and review complaints which may arise in the implementation of this
arrangement, in order to re-establish full compliance.

Page 2, 4: The parties agree to set up at various levels in their areas of control, the
appropriate and effective administrative and security bodies which will monitor and
facilitate the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance in all approved points of
delivery, and ensure the security of the personnel, goods and project areas of the
humanitarian agencies as well as the safety of the beneficiaries.  

Ceasefire 

 

Security sector→Ceasefire→Ceasefire provision 
Page 1, Untitled Preamble:...Reiterate their commitment to the implementation of the
Ceasefire Agreement signed by the two parties on 18th May 1999 in Lome.  

Police  No specific mention.  

Armed forces  No specific mention.  

DDR  No specific mention.  

Intelligence
services 

 No specific mention.  

Parastatal/rebel
and opposition
group forces 

 No specific mention.  

Withdrawal of
foreign forces 

 No specific mention.  

Corruption  No specific mention.  
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Crime/organised
crime 

 No specific mention.  

Drugs  No specific mention.  

Terrorism  No specific mention.  

Transitional justice 

Transitional justice
general 

 No specific mention.  

Amnesty/pardon  No specific mention.  

Courts  No specific mention.  

Mechanism  No specific mention.  

Prisoner release  No specific mention.  

Vetting  No specific mention.  

Victims  No specific mention.  

Missing persons  No specific mention.  

Reparations  No specific mention.  

Reconciliation  No specific mention.  

Implementation 

UN signatory  No specific mention.  

Other international
signatory 

 No specific mention.  

Referendum for
agreement 

 No specific mention.  

Page 9 of 10



International
mission/force/
similar 

 No specific mention.  

Enforcement
mechanism 

 

Page 1, 3. The two parties undertake to establish with immediate effect, and not later
later than seven days, an Implementation Committee formed by appropriately
designated and mandated representatives from the Government of Sierra Leone, the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone, the Civil Society, the NGO community, and
the UNOMSIL; and chaired by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator, in co-
ordination with the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Sierra Leone.
The Implementation Committee will be mandated to:
a. Ascertain and assess the security of proposed routes to be used by the humanitarian
agencies, and disseminate information on routes to interested humanitarian agencies.
b. Receive and review complaints which may arise in the implementation of this
arrangement, in order to re-establish full compliance.  
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