Decisions on Mstar of 12 February 1997

On 12 February, President |zetbegovic, President Zubak
Co- Chairman Sil ajdzic, Vice-Chairman Tonmic, Foreign Mnister Prlic, Croatian
Denocratic Union of Bosnia and Herzegovina (HDZ) President Rajic, Denocratic
Action Party (SDA) Vice-President and Prime M nister Bicakcic, Mostar
Mayor Prskal o and Deputy Mayor Orucevic met in Sarajevo to address the recent
events in Mostar. The neeting was chaired by the Principal Deputy H gh
Representative, M. Mchael Steiner. Al so present were the Commander of the
Stabilization Force (SFOR), General Crouch, Acting Police Conm ssioner Wasserman
and Head of the Ofice of the Hi gh Representative South, Sir Martin Garrod.

The participants condemed in strongest terns the violent acts committed in
Mostar and all provocative acts preceding the present crisis. They equally
condemed the evictions of Mysstar citizens and the harassnents on the road to
and from Mostar which followed the events of Monday. They deeply deplored the
bl oodshed and the loss of life of Modstar citizens. They expressed their
condol ences to the bereaved and synpathy to those who were injured.

The participants commtted thensel ves to undertake all efforts to cal m down
tensions, to overcome the present crisis and to inplement fully existing
Federation agreenents, including the Mostar provisions of the Agreed Measures of
the Federation Forum of 3 February. Al of the facts nust be established. They
agreed that the recent acts of violence should not go unpunished and that the
perpetrators must be brought to justice.

The fol | owi ng deci si ons were taken

1. The participants reconfirnmed the request to the International Police Task
Force (I PTF) to conduct an independent investigation into the events and to
submt a report which should, in particular, identify those individuals
responsi bl e for the escalation of violence and the attacks on Mostar citizens
They took note of the fact that for this purpose | PTF established an i ndependent
i nvestigation teamon 11 February. |Its findings will be subnmitted to the
principals of the major inplementati on agencies in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to
the Contact Group within one week

2. The participants commtted thensel ves personally to ensure that | PTF wll
receive all avail able evidence and that police forces will cooperate fully and
in good faith in the conduct of the investigation. Local police shall conply
with all demands by the investigation teamand will assist IPTF in all stages of
the investigations, including by making all persons inmedi ately avail able for
interviews by the investigators. The operational responsibility for the
provision of the evidence to IPTF lies with the Mayor and his Deputy.

3. The participants agreed that they would accept and endorse the report by
IPTF in full and that they would draw t he necessary conclusions fromit, in
particul ar the follow ng:



(a) Perpetrators will be arrested and brought to trial

(b) Ofice holders, including police, found responsible of instigating or
participating in violent acts will be dismssed fromtheir offices.

4. The participants guaranteed that all citizens who have been evicted from
their homes in the course of the recent events would be enabled to return to
their apartments without delay. The participants would al so give instructions
that all persons responsible for illegal evictions should be identified,
arrested and prosecuted. Al illegal evictions would be stopped. The

partici pants decided that the Cantonal Mnister of Interior and his Deputy would
be personally responsible for the inplenentation of this provision and would
submt full conpliance reports to the Head of the Ofice of the Hi gh
Representative South by 18 February. The participants stressed their

determ nation to dism ss those policenen fromtheir duties who in the judgnent
of I PTF do not cooperate in the inplenentation of this provision in good faith.
They requested I PTF to nonitor closely the return of evicted citizens to their
hones.

5. The participants appealed to | PTF and SFOR to keep an increased presence in
Mostar until the situation had further stabilized and full freedom of novenent
was re-established. They requested the authorities that the nightly curfew
shoul d remain in place and be enforced by the l|ocal police forces of Mstar

until | PTF has determ ned that the security situation will allow its suspension.
6. The participants reconfirmed their commtnment to the United Police Force of
Mostar (UPFM) and will instruct the police in Mdstar to participate fully inits

work with i medi ate effect, including the proper functioning of the joint
headquarters.

7. The participants took note of the fact that the carrying of |ong-barrelled
weapons by the police in Mystar is not authorized by | PTF and that | PTF/ SFOR
will continue to confiscate these weapons fromboth police and civilians. The
participants instructed the local police to renpove these weapons i medi ately and
hand them over to SFOR

8. The participants reconfirmed their commtnment to full freedom of novenent
in and around Mostar. They decided that all existing obstacles to freedom of
novenent and illegal checkpoints would be i medi ately renpved and that the

police forces woul d, upon the instruction of, and in cooperation with, |PTF and
SFOR, have prosecuted those who hinder freedom of novenent.

9. The participants agreed to reconnect the tel ephone |ines between East and
West Mostar immediately and to keep those |ines open

10. The participants deplored inflammatory statenents in the nmedia which had
aggravated the situation and contributed considerably to the escal ation of the
crisis in Mdstar. They commtted thenselves to showi ng maxi numrestraint and to
instructing the authorities of Mstar and the Herzegovina Neretva Canton to do
i kewi se. Decisions of the Media Expert Comm ssion of the Provisional El ections
Commi ssion on inflammatory statenments will be inplenented. The participants
requested the Canton Mnister of Interior and his Deputy to nom nate nedi a



liaison officers to | PTF in Mdstar who should dissem nate, on a regul ar basis
and as appropriate, reliable information to the media on the security situation
inthe city.

11. The Principal Deputy H gh Representative drew the attention of the
participants to the request of the Presidency of the European Union (EU) and the
Steering Board of the Peace |nplenentation Conference of 21 January 1997 to the
Ofice of the Hi gh Representative to identify those individuals responsible for
human rights violations and for serious contravention to the letter and the
spirit of the Peace Agreement with a viewto barring their travel to Europe and
overseas. He announced that on the basis of the findings of the | PTF report he
woul d make recommendations to the EU Governnents and to the Steering Board
nenbers accordi ngly.

12. The participants agreed to nonitor the situation in Mystar closely and to
convene a followup nmeeting as soon as the | PTF report is submtted. The
participants requested in particular the nmedia covering the Mdstar region to
carry the text of this Agreement in full in their news reporting.

In case of any dispute regarding these Decisions, the English | anguage
version shall prevail.





