MERANAO PEACE DECLARATION

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. We beseech to Allah (S.W.T.), our
Lord and Creator that we will prevail and our right will be restored after we were deprived of
it due to the upheaval that the Meranao people have experienced specifically those residents
of the Islamic City of Marawi that evacuated to different places in the 2 (two) Ranao and
Particularly those who evacuated in the neighboring places in peripheral areas of the
Philippines.

The history of Mindanao Island specifically in Ranao territory that was written in various
talks and historical documents that pertains to the Bangsamoro. They never had respite until
this time in pursuing their ideological principle and their belief in the implementation of [jma
and Taritib and ultimately the establishment of Islamic system wherein final success in this
world and the hereafter can be achieved.

There were plenty of historical records that can attest to the Meranao people had fought
bravely against the colonial power such as Spain, America, and Japanese. In October 1972,
after a month of martial law declaration, Marawi uprising took place and until now the
problem still persists because the central government and the liberation forces that fought for
the rights of the Meranao people, have ever understood each other.

Our forebears have protected their way of life through Ijma and Taritib of which they used
the same in promoting Islam to create a stable living condition and ultimately a disciplined
society and they may exert effort for the law wherein they believe that a remedy for societal
ills and for the establishment of a good societal relations.

The armed conflict in the city of Marawi on May 23, 2017 had severely affected the Meranao
people that reside in the city and those living in Ranao territory and to the people wherein
they found safe haven. It likewise affected the places in the Philippines wherein Meranao
evacuees temporarily stayed. Huge amount of money, blood and armaments were used. The
conflict between the Maute-Islamic State (IS) militants and the forces of the government has
hurt them for their family members died and have not given justice and it caused division
between the

Meranao people and those others that reside in Marawi.

Thus, this day of gathering of those people living in the 2 (two) Ranao’s who are believers
aand have the fforts for their people particularly those with royal titles which endowed on
them by our forebears such as the titles of Sultan, Rajamuda, Cabugatan, and Sangcopan and
other titles of our forefathers such as the Bae a Labi and other Baes have unified our stand
and minds that we will convey to the government of the Philippines if Marawi City is
liberated from the ISIS fighters that the rights of the civilian victims of war in the 2 (two)
Ranao’s should be heard and their rights under the Philippine and International laws should
be respected.

The said stand is a help for the creation of a peace in our places after our harrowing
experience on war and we pray to Allah that our stand will be understood by the TASK
FORCE BANGON MARAWI (TFBM) and those department and agencies that will work for



the welfare and development of those living in the city of Marawi especially those staying in
ground zero have evacuated in different places of the Philippines. We likewise bring this
stand to those Meranao leaders who are members of the Cabinet Secretaries of present
administration under the leadership under the leadership President Rodrigo Roa Duterte who
claimed that he has a Meranao blood.

Our first stand and prayer that one of the remedies for our grievances is the creation of law
that our land be given back to us without the issue of military land reservation. We want the
immediate return of our people in the ground zero and the law on reparation be implemented
to pay our destroyed houses and lost properties. Our homes should not be flattened to the
ground for that is the place where our people have converged, where our Islamic faith is
established and where our traditional value systems have been molded.

Secondly, we want the sultans, ulama and imams who are concerned and have the efforts for
their people have given a role for establishment of peace. The TFBM should have given
primacy for the traditional leaders and ulama for their role for the development that should be
implemented in Marawi City so that their societal role will be recognized and they can also
extend assistance to those living within the four confederation of Lanao. We should also want
to  repair of our damaged masjid and madrasahs due to the conflict and we also want that
the name Islamic City of Marawi will not be replaced.

Thirdly, every family staying at the ground zero should be given assistance by the
government for their livelihood activities. During the time they left Marawi City due to the
conflict and look for place to stay on the other safer place, they have never brought things for
themselves. Those living in other places who have also lost their properties due to the conflict
be given assistance by the government. Their children who are studying should be given
educational assistance and scholarship. The orphaned children whose parents died during the
conflict be accorded necessary assistance.

Fourth stand and request to the government of the Philippines, a third party be created to
assess and report the damaged houses and properties in Marawi City and validly count the
number of dead people in the city not included in ISIS group so that the government can give
justice to their death in the assistance to their family.

Fifth, the evacuees staying at the temporary shelters and evacuation centers should be given
assistance especially those who are sick. We pray to Allah (S.W.T.), Most Merciful and Most
Gracious that He will increase the efforts of leaders who are in the government of the
Philippines and grant them unity to give justice to the evacuees and action be taken as well as
our prayer be granted. We unanimously agreed this stand and request as written in this
position paper during the holding of Meranao Sultanate Peace Declaration Summit on 31
December, 2017 at Maria Christina Hotel, Iligan City, Philippines.



