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Highlights;

! The Joint Meeting of the Techmcad Working Groups of the Govarnment of the
Republic of the Phitppines (GRP) and the Moo istemic Liveration Front
(MILF) on the Resowrces Stand of the Ancestal Domain Aspact of the
Agreement of Peace of 2001 slarted wih a prayer led by the GRP TWG-
Resourcas Chair Ass! Sac Matarog M Mapand| at 1030 am of February 6
2008

2 GRP Pane! member Gov. Pax Mangudadatu, who is sdiing a5 observar
weicomed the group and sald that the group discussed the strand on
resources akeady and will just have lo fnalize the consensus points He
expressed hopes that discussions on the joint TWG on the strand on
resources wil conchide successiully.

3 MILF Pone! membar Maulans Alonto. sitting as observer, exprassed his
sgreement that the unsettied sues in the consensus points shoud be
rescived by the joint TWGs

4 Office of Musiim Affars Deputy Executve Director Al Sangki pointed out that
both tne Consensus Points on Resources and the MILF pasrhon paper
submitted to the GRP duting the 7" Exploratory Taiks held in Port Dicikson.
Maiaysia shall bo used es roferencos o guide tha discussion.
Correspondingly, he ponted out that there are pending msues that
further ampiified. among which are item no 3 and tem no 6.
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§ MILF TWG charrman Datu Antonio Kinoc then clarfied with the groun 4 ¢ will
ba tha joint TWG on resources that wall craft Paragraph 6 of the MILF pos:tion
paper
8. GRP TWG member Dep Edi Sangki went over the items point by point,
T Tne group agreed ta work on the consensus ponts vis-a-vs the MILF draf

8 On the sacond statemant on tem no 1 af the MILF draft positon peper the
paragraph was amended us agroad by both Pares to read a3 folows

“Fores! concessions, timber licenses, s or ag , mining
concessions, mineral production and sharing agreements, industrial
Forest Manag 1t Agr ts (IFMA}. ard ofher tenurial instruments
of any kind or nature whalsoever granted by the Phdippine governmen
including those issued by the Autonomous Region in Muskmn Mindanaa
(ARMM} anail centinua to operata from tho date of tormal entranchment of the
Bangsamoso jundical enbty unless otherwise expired, modified and/or
cancelied by the latter.”

9 On Paragraph 4. the GRP TWG presentad the folloving amendmants o the
MILF position-

“To ensure the development of the B g 0 h fand, the
Bangsemoro may enter Into economic cooperation agreements on the
exploration, extraction and utilization of naturai resources within their
homelana, consistent with sound policies on ecological balance and
environmental standards. Arrangements for areas of cooperation shall
be drawn up and annexed to the comprehensive agreement.

Economic cooperation arrangomeonts, Including joint davelopment,
utllization and expfloitation of natural resources, may also be undortaken
by the Bangsamoro as regards common or shared resources found
within protected areas (such as marshes or wetlands, lakes or iniand
bodfes of waters. mangroves, seas, gutfs, stroits, channeis and bays) of
the Bangsamoro homeland. Strategic minerals or mataerials within the
homeland may also bo the object of economic cooperntion, subjfoct to
modalities agroed upon by the Parties.”

10 MILF TWG chay Kinoc commented thal 4 5 the Bangsamoro Jundical Ensty
that manages cooperaticn agreements and thus, the words juridical enfity
must ba Included The GRP Panel consented

“To ensure the development of the Bangsamoro homeland, the Bangsamoro
Juridical entity may enter into economic cooperastion agreemsnta on the
exploraion. extractbun and utdization of natural resources wathu  then
hometand, consistenl wilh sounc polices on ecological baiance ana
environmental slandards Arrangements for areas of Cooperation sh e
drawn up and annexed | the comoreheansve agreement W
T 252 DN fJ’wé, V4
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11 GRP TWG char Mapandi sig that the substance of tho MILF posmon s
capiurad :n essence n the consensus ponts and the newly preposed GRP
slatements arg only moant to emoify ard provide datats for the items in the
MILF position paper

12 MILF TWG char Kinoc said |hat the details wil [kewise be subsumed n the
other strands

43 MILF Panal observer Alonto clanfred that the term Bangsamorn jundical erbty
has (¢ be stated to line it up with tha other strands and 10 as0d confuson in
referring to either the juridical entity or the Bangsamoro as a whole He added
that the Bangsameoro jundical entity cannot exist withaul the Bangsamoro
people

14 MILF TWG mamber Sultan Liwalug Dimapunung rased the point that tha term
“strateglc minerals” be converted to read as “mineral lands *

15 MILF TWG chali Kinoc pointed out that the term ‘suategic minerals’ s
restnctive

18 GRP TWG chair Mapandi mentioned thut RA 5054 covers the devohuton of
powers covanng use of natural resources except ‘sirategic minerals

17 MILF Pane! observer Alento stated that the TWGS inciude bath terms The
staterners thus reads as foliows

Ary jom development. uthization and explottaton of naturai resources
designated as commons or shared resources found within protected areas
such as marshes or wedands. jakes or inland badies of waters, mangroves,
soas, gulfs, staits, channals and bays within the Bangsamoro termitcrniai
junsdichon may be subject to an economic cooparation arrangement &inaeral
funds and Strategic minerals or matedais wihin the Bangsaniorg territory
may aiso be the chiact of economic cooperation upon entry into force of the
cornprehensive compact

18 On Paragraph 5 the GRP TWG prmpnsed that tre fellowing phrase be
nciudad to amanc the MILF positon.

“Customary laws shali govern the deiineation, dispoasition, perfection of
fand claims, ownership of communal lands, and settiement of land
disputes between and among the Bangsamoro people.”

18 Both TWGs agreed to adopt dems 1, 2. 3 4 & 5 wih the correspanding
amendments and ampiifications Incorporated

20 The group then went on & break al 100 pm and convened at 300 in the

afternoon.
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21 MILF TWG char Kinoc asked thal tha proposed GRP amendments pe
revigweg by thg MILF Panel as changes in the consensus peints have to be
referred 1o ther principats

22 GRP TWG member Sangki suggested that the group finish discussions on the
HEMS vis-&-wis the signed matnx in the last 7% GRP-MILF Exploratory Taiks,
provide detals on how ta rescive tho pors staled in the remarks portion and
complete their observations regarding such

23 MILF TWG char stated that the group is houna by the signed Consensys
Ponts

24 MILF Panel observer Ajon‘o suggesied that the GRP TWG have in wrting the
croposed amendments and asked for a recess

25 A print out of the proposed GRP amendments of Paragrachs 1ta S was than
provided by the GRF TWG 10 ine MILF TWG (see anachmeni)

26.The group went on rocass at 4 00 pm ond cenvened at 6 30 In the aftarnoon
Lo continue discussions

27 Afte rfeniing (¢ their onncipais the MILF TWG chair Kinoc nfopimed that all
the 1ssues on changes and emendments iacorporated and ogreed upon by
boh Parties before they took the recess are considered null and vold

26 GRP TWG chair Mapandi pantad out that Poragraph 6 should also be
Induded in the prini-out

2¢ The MILF TWG chair Kinoc mentisned that the cansensus points would have
o be mantaned and any change or amendment to it would have to be
referred to the Paneis. He 82/d that ine MILF TWG nas to go back and refer lo
the documents wigned by both Partes during the 7% GRP-MILF Exploratory
Taks haid on April 19, 2005 in Port Dickson Moalaysia

30 On the remaining itam 6, tha MILF TWG presented their amended proposed
positon as follows

“The fegiimate gricvances of the Bangsamoro peopie arc formally
acknowledged n regard to the unjust dispossossion of their tervitorial
and proprietary rights, customary land tonures, or thoir marginalization
as a consoquenco of.

a) central gover T vd agri al b

b) pasture and sgricuitural leases;

¢) settlement programs or corporate plantatons,; and

d} civil end militery reservati leading to the disrupti of their prior
established communities.

When the restoration of proprietary nghts is no longer possibie, the
government shall provide for the equitable mesns of restorotion of th
proprietary rights or losses arising thorefrom.”
e )'«’C-VM
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31 MILF TWG chair Kinoc menticned that the proposed pcsitian is 1n response (o
the recuest to piovide detals on the said item

32 The GRP TWG chair Mapandi pointed out two tnings n the proposed MILF
position paper that needs (© be considered Ong Is on e enumesated
gnevances and the tam acknowsedge’ and the other i5 on the 15sue Cl
reparations

33 GRP TWG member. Dap Edir Sangk: stated that whie the grevances are
legitimate, the group must agee 01 a term that would better frame the
present conditions In addition, GRP TWG member Daw Al Saléing mentoned
that it 1s only the President of the Philigpines that can acknovdedge sad
gnevances

a4 MILF TWG chat Kinog danhed that the terms are tncluded Lo clanfy as to who
the responsidle party will be

35 In response, GRP TWG observer Gov Mangudadaiu said that rastoration and
reparations are huge terms and an enoanous 1ash. to undernake

36 The group then agread for another recess at 5 00 pm to allow the GRP TWG
to tase up the remaining item § vath thex principals

37 Tne group resumed at 9.15 in the evening

38 As a result of their consultaicn vath ther pnncpals the GRP TWG char
Mapandi agreed as stated in Paraqraphs 1 2, 4 and 5 of the MILF Position
Paper, and made a countar-proposal on Par 6, to read as fabows

“The legitimate grievances of the Bangsemoro people arising from any
vnjust dispossession of their territorial and proprietary rights,
customary land tonures, or their marginalization as a consequance of

a) agricultural colonies;

b) pasture and agricultural [eases;

¢) settlement programs or corporata plantations; and

d) civil and military reservations leading to the disruptions of their
prior establishad communities

shall be acknowiedged.”
The GRP TWG charr proposed that the ine below be deleted
“When the restoration of propriarary rights Is no longer passible, the

government shall provide for the equitable of r ion of the
propriotary rights or losses arising therefrom.”

39 MILF TWG char Kinoc said that the counter proposal of the GRP TAG on

P DAt );11 (’.5.«/. <

-

Par. 6 falls short as it does not contam a provision cn granting of reparatiar7|/_
7
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40 The MILF TWG chair Kimoc said that the GRP TVWG posttion Was not explei
on how thay will compensate ard acknowladge their losses

41 The group then went or a 10-minute break -

42 Upon resumption, the g9Moup agreea to refer the matter to thesr 9800 ctve
Parnels

430n Par 3, the graup discussed the issue on the ohiase “uniggg
subsequently granted or renewed,. " The MILF subrted thal governmen
SBY has junseiction over the concessions cerses contracts of agreementg
granted

4. MILF TWG chae Kinoz clanfied that the phrass slarting from “No foresy
cencessions, timber license, contracts or agreements of any kind or
nature whatsoever granted by the Philippine Government Including
thoso issued by the Autonomeus Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM)
shall continue to operate from the date of fermal entrenchmunt of the
Bangsamoro juridical entity, unless subsequently granted or renewed. y
'S a prohibitive provien which irdcates that the aperstion of the fares;
cuncessions timber licorse contracts cr agreements of any kind o jatue
will coniine 0 extst uniess subsequently granted or repewed by the
Bangsamero jundical endty He further clanfed that in legal parance tis
provision should bagin with the negauve word *No" for purpeses of
consistency

45 The group agreed that any 2nsung contract eadier entered \nia by Parties wall
not be revoked by the Bangsamoro juridical enity should tivs be set up

46 The MILF TWG emphasized that any existing contract will not be violated by
tha Bangsamors juridicat entity

47 Upan agreeing that Par 6 will be raterred 1o therr respoctive Faneis, the group
adjournea al 10 45 in the evening and shall resume at 600 tomarrow marming
{(February 7. 2096) to centinue diccussions on Far. 6

48 Both the GRP IWG ard MILF TWG on Resources resumed session at 500
am on Fabruary 7 2004 starting with a prayer led by MILF TWG Mambat
Amor Pendalday and carried on wit1 the discussion on Par 6

49 GRP TWG char Mapand rcalled that Par 6 formed part ¢f the homewoik of
bath TWGs on Resotrcos for d SCussOn today

S0.MILF TWG char Kinoc stated rat for centuries the people had been
deprved and assaicd, ther lands removed  their commiuniies sirafed and
combed and treir people wera practically displaced He snd that they just
want recogniticn and acknowledgment that ther pecple the Bangsamcre
peCpe have aways been there ltem no § s beyond the authonty ol the
MILF TWG to decsda ard what has bean stated cannn! be changed  He
requested thos tha GRP TWG ahalr iy 1o convines thesr Fancpals to COnmU?II
P ch e SVl ”
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the:r poshon  11s 15 thew stana and untess the Govemment recognzes they
leaue tas s

51.GRP TAG char gave he Foor 1o GRP Qbselver Geov Mangudadatu
52 GRP Opserver Gov Mangudadaty stated that the msue on restoraior angd

reparatcn s not athin ihe capacrty of the GRP TWG to aodress This will be
reterred 10 the GRP Panel 0 consider

53.GRP TWG Sangk said that for purposes of continuity. both Partes nead
fowus on pending kems pasticularty on Par €

54 GRP TWG chair Magandi commented that since thewr counerpans daclaed
thet they are not in the position to dscuss Par 8 further, tnis paragrapn il
have to be elevaied 0 the Panel level

55 GRP TWG members Sangk anc Salbing aiso agreed con the eevation of Par
€ 1o tne Pane! level,

sE NILF TWG memoer pontea out that Par 315 stil a pending issue and needs
lo be dscussed.

57 Bh Parhes agreed to taxe a breac for lunct at 12 00 noon and resumen
sesson &t 3 0C in the aftermocn

5& Upcr resumgtion, both Partes agreed on the followang.

1,  That ltem Nos. 1, 3 and 4 of 2 Cansensus Points on Resources \copy
attached) have been cscussed [ully and atfirmed the same ttems as
siated and sgned by bath Partes during the 7" GRP-MILF Expicratory f
Talhs conducted on Apnl 16-17, 2005 n Port Dickson, Malaysia and

L}

That llam No. 5 of the Cense sus Pomts 01 Resources (or Faragraph 6
of the MILF Position Paper) sha'l ba re-stated as foliows:

“The legitimate grie of the Bang 0 people anising
from any unjust dispossession of their temitorial and
proprietary rights, customary fand tenures, or their
marginatization shafl be acknowfedged.

Whenever is no longev p ble, the GRP shall tako
effoctive measures or adequate reparation colfectively
beneficial to the Bang 0 people, in such quality, quantity
and status to be determimed mutuaily by both Parties.”

31 That tem o 2 of w Consensus Powds on Resources (ot Paragragh 3
of the MILF Posibon Paper) shall read as folows

“All proci b i polici ruies and guidelines
declaring old growth or natural foresis and ali watersheds i
within the Bangsamoro homeland as forest reserves shalll,
5 -3, . 74
2 ity ,
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continue to remain in force until otherwise modified, rovised or

superseded by subsequent poficies, rules and regulations
issued by the petent B © suthorlty or juridics)
erntity.

Forest J timber H contracts or

ining ey B | producti and  sharing
agreements, Industrial Forest Mansgement Agreements
(1FMA), and other tenurilsl instruments of any kind or nature
whatsoaver grantod by the Philippine Govemmont Including
those issued by the Autonomous Roegion in Musim Mindanao
(ARMN) shail continue fo operate from e date of formal
entrenchment of the Bangsamoro juvidical entity unless
otherwise expired, r d, modified and/o lled by the
fagter.”

59 There having no other mattars b be discussed, the meetng odjourned at 4:30
pm

For the GRP: For tho MILF:
2 I Y § /
ASEC MATANOG M. MAPANDI DATU ANYONIO P KINOC
Cha rmany Chdnnm}' /
!

DEP. B. BANGK)
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